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Seeking holiness: motivated by the holiness of God 
 

Revival is about holiness. It is a revelation of the awesome holiness of God which overpowers both believers and 

unbelievers. So it is essential that those of us who are praying and preparing for Revival seek to go deeper in personal 

holiness. The great motive for seeking holiness is that we worship a God who is infinitely holy. 

 

Constantly, the heavenly host are worshipping God in his holiness. “Day and night they never stop saying: ‘Holy, 

holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.’ The focus is on God’s holiness. 

 

BUT, DO WE 21ST CENTURY CHRISTIANS REALLY TAKE THE HOLINESS OF GOD SERIOUSLY? 

 

I have mentioned before that, if we are not careful, the wonderful truth that we are saved by grace through faith, and 

therefore can have assurance of eternal salvation, can lead us to soft pedal the awesome holiness of God. We can feel 

eternally secure and so don’t need to think too much about God’s holiness and judgment. However, there are other 

similar dangers.  

  

We can fall into the trap of thinking that the fearsome revelations of God in the OT are only for the OT era. Holiness 

seemed to be almost physical and people could be struck dead for dishonouring it. So Nadab and Abihu “offered 

unauthorised fire before the Lord” and were struck dead (Lev 10:1-2). Uzzah “took hold of the ark of God, because the 

oxen stumbled” and was struck dead (2 Sam 6:6-7). We tend to file this away as of historical interest only. But the 

fearsome holiness of God is also taught in the NT. 

 

Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead because they “lied to the Holy Spirit” and “Great fear seized the whole church 

and all who heard about these events” (Acts 6:1-11). This is the New Testament era. 

 

Paul writes to the Philippians “continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (Php 2:12). 

 

The writer to the Hebrews says “You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to 

darkness, gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that 

no further word be spoken to them, because they could not bear what was commanded: ‘If even an animal touches the 

mountain, it must be stoned to death.’ The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, ‘I am trembling with fear.’ But you 

have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon 

thousands of angels in joyful assembly” (Heb 12:18-22). At first, this seems to confirm the idea that fearsome 

revelations of God are only for the OT era. But the writer goes on to say “See to it that you do not refuse him who 

speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn 

away from him who warns us from heaven?  … let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and 

awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire.’ (Heb 12:25-29). So the NT sees God as “a consuming fire.” 

 

The Psalmist writes “In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; he is more awesome than all who surround 

him” (Psa 89:7). He is not writing about the OT era on earth but about the on-going situation in heaven. The council of 

holy ones in heaven know God far better than we do and they worship him in great fear. 

 

God has not changed. He is just as awesome in his holiness now as he was in the OT era. 

 

It is true that this “fear” is not some negative terror. It is profound awe and reverent fear. But we need to ensure that 

avoiding the word 'fear' in favour of reverence and awe doesn't weaken the deep reaction we should have to God's 

holiness. If we water down the biblical words 'fear' and 'dread' which are referred to God (Isa 8:13) we can water 

down the concept. Paul urges us to tremble in working out our salvation. 

 

 

 



THE CHALLENGE TO US 

 

This is not just a matter of accepting the Biblical theology of God’s holiness. We who are praying and preparing for 

Revival (the revelation of the awesome holiness of God) need to make it a priority to ask God to reveal to us the depth 

of his holiness, so that we have a profound sense of awe before him, and for that to motivate us to seek deeper 

personal holiness. It will take in-depth and persistent prayer. But that is what we are about. 

 

I am praying for you (by name) regularly. God bless you. 

 

Tony 

 

 

APPENDIX: OTHER ARTICLES I HAVE WRITTEN 
You may find these articles helpful. Feel free to circulate them to others. Further details and hyperlinks to the articles 

are in the attached file. (You can also find the articles, and many others at https://christianteaching.org,uk)  
 

APOLOGETICS 
“A response to Stephen Hawking’s atheism” 
 

BIBLE 
“Do demons exist?” 
 

CHURCH ISSUES 
“The meaning of Baptism” 
 

DEVOTIONAL 
“Patient in Tribulation - A meditation” 
 

ESCHATOLOGY (the End Times) 
“Church leaders agree statement on the Return of Christ” 
 

INTERFAITH (issues to do with other faiths) 
“Multi-faith Worship” 
 

 

 

Please remember to let me know of any change of email address 
 

 
 

In Network for Revival God has called us to “make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” This includes: 

• Encouraging people to seek holiness and true biblical discipleship. 

• Encouraging people to major on prayer for Revival.  
• Encouraging churches to be radically biblical in the power of the Spirit (see Church Development for 

information and resources). 

• Encouraging people to “Watch!” for the return of Jesus (Mk 13:32-37 – see Eschatology). 

https://christianteaching.org,uk/
https://christianteaching.org.uk/a-response-to-stephen-hawkings-atheism/
https://christianteaching.org.uk/church-development/
https://christianteaching.org.uk/eschatology/

