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Pleading for Revival: The kindness and sternness of God 
 

The nature of God provides us with two major incentives for praying for revival – his kindness and his sternness. Paul 

writes “Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God” (Rom 11:22). His kindness means he is very willing to 

answer our prayers and to show his love to humanity. His sternness means that there is an urgent need to pray and 

prepare for revival, for the sake of the lost. 

 

The possibility of compromise by Christians 
 

We Christians are always creatures of our age and heavily influenced by our society. So we need to examine our 

society – welcoming it's many good points, but also taking serious note of its bad points. Whilst rejoicing in the 

former we must extract ourselves (by the grace of God) from the latter.  

 

We, especially in the West, live in a Me-first, My rights society which stresses freedom and equality. Obviously, 

human rights, freedom and equality are very positive and important. But one of the devil’s favourite methods is to take 

something which is good and to turn it bad. One example is that these cultural emphases adversely affect our view of 

God because we do not want anyone to restrict our personal “rights,” so we ignore God’s sternness. Such a concept 

seems alien to our culture.  

 

Another thing the devil turns bad is the Evangelical emphasis on justification by grace through faith, not works. As the 

song puts it “I’m saved and I know that I am.” The problem is that unwittingly we can twist this in the back of our 

minds into “I’ve got my ticket to heaven, so I don’t need to worry about holiness, judgment etc.” 

 

God becomes “a kind old gentleman in the sky.” I am going to stress his kindness, which is beyond our imagination. 

But we must also stress his sternness – for very important reasons. 

 

But we need to be both God fearers and beloved children of our Abba Father. 

 

The effect on motivation to pray for Revival 
 

Of course, the amazing kindness of God is a great motive for praying. God is so kind that he wants to answer our 

prayers. But why bother to pray and prepare for revival? Partly, it is because unbelievers are missing out on the great 

blessings we Christians enjoy. That is a good, unselfish motive. Partly, it is to glorify God who is ignored and 

dishonoured. That is an even stronger motive. But there is another strong motive.  

 

I shall always be grateful that I was brought up to believe in the holiness and judgment of God (including Hell), 

alongside his love and forgiveness. What motivates me to do evangelism and to pray and prepare for Revival, second 

to wanting God to be honoured, is that unbelievers are on the broad road leading to destruction. As Jesus put it, “For 

wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it” (Matt 7:13). Jesus also 

speaks of unbelievers ending up in “the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt 8:12). 

This is a reference to the sternness of God who allows persistent unbelievers who separate themselves from God, to 

have their own way and to face ultimate separation from him. What a motive for prayer and preparation for Revival! 

 

Failing to believe in the holiness and judgment of God (including Hell) is perhaps the main reason why many 

Christians are apathetic about evangelism and prayerful preparation for Revival. Yet the intensity of the horror of the 

cross shows the great seriousness of sin. Those who do not cling to the divine lifeline of faith in Jesus ultimately face 

the consequences. 

 



We can either agree with Jesus, who clearly warned about judgment and Hell, or we can buy into the modern view that 

God is “a kind old gentleman in the sky.” Obviously, Jesus is correct and this makes prayerful preparation for Revival 

(and evangelism) vitally important and urgent.  

 

Let me say that I have recently come to a much deeper appreciation of the love of God as well as his sternness, and we 

need to keep both in focus. 

 

The kindness of God 
 

We are so used to saying God is love, that we tend not to be aware of the wonder of this amazing truth. The Trinity is 

a great evidence of it. God is fellowship – three Persons united in infinite love. In the infinity before humanity was 

created, there was love between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

 

Since they are omnipresent, we can rejoice in the fact that God’s love is omnipresent. Just as we breathe air wherever 

we go, so we are immersed in the infinite love of God wherever we go. Even in the most difficult circumstances, we 

are totally surrounded by the infinite love of God. “The Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the one who trusts in him” 

(Psa 32:10). We are caught up in the Trinity, in a divine atmosphere of love. 

 

We can say to each other “The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms” (Deut 33:27).  

 

This is the kindness of God’s character. And, in his love, he wants to reach out to unbelievers. He is “not wanting 

anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Pet 3:9). 

 

APPENDIX: OTHER ARTICLES I HAVE WRITTEN 
You may find these articles helpful. Feel free to circulate them to others. Further details and hyperlinks to the articles 

are in the attached file. 

BIBLE 
“Uniqueness of Christ as the only saviour” 

“The Inspiration and Authority of Scripture” 
 

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT (building a Biblical church in the power of the Spirit) 
“Christianity is supernatural (Acts 1:23-2:21)” 
 

DEVOTIONAL 
“Ever only all for Thee” 
 

ESCHATOLOGY (the End Times) 
“Christ will come again” 
 

INTERFAITH (issues to do with other faiths) 
“Is Good Friday optional?” 

“Jesus the only Saviour” by Tony and Patricia Higton (This is a book for individual or group study) 
 

PASTORAL 
“How to listen to someone in need” 
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In Network for Revival God has called us to “make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” This includes: 

• Encouraging people to seek holiness and true biblical discipleship. 

• Encouraging people to major on prayer for Revival.  
• Encouraging churches to be radically biblical in the power of the Spirit (see Church Development for 

information and resources). 

• Encouraging people to “Watch!” for the return of Jesus (Mk 13:32-37 – see Eschatology). 

https://christianteaching.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Inspiration-Authority-of-Scripture-01-REVISED.pdf
https://christianteaching.org.uk/church-development/
https://christianteaching.org.uk/eschatology/

